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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Council members,

Personal Rapid Transit by far is the best mode of transportation available.

The planning staff admitted in their briefly report to the Planning Board they did not have the
expertise to evaluate PRT modes of transportation. Planning staff said they didn't have a
budget to hire a qualified consultant.

From Montgomery County GetOnBoardBRT website:

"Montgomery County first proposed BRT as the
most appropriate mode for improving transit in
the MD 355 corridor as part of the 1993 Strategic
Transit Plan"

The time for BRT was 1993. The world of technology has moved way beyond BRT.

Don't be that Council member that rejected BRT in 1993 when it was the best transit
alternative. 

PRT has emerged as the correct course for our County don't bury PRT they way BRT was
buried in 1993.

We need expertise to evaluate all possible transportation modes as clearly what we have been
doing in the past made us one of the most congested areas in the nation. 

Why is the County using unqualified personnel to study will have such a huge impact on our
lives and livelihoods?

Attached is a UMD study of the cost benefit analysis of BRT, PRT and light rail along the
Purple Line alignment.
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For a small fraction of the cost of BRT or LRT, both capital and O&M costs, we can build
personal rapid transit guideways with 1% of the right of way land requirements. Glydways
CEO Mark Seeger presents the economics and benefits of personal rapid transit system.

Any Federal funding for these proposed projects are subject be challenged in court for failing
to evaluate all alternatives for the 270 Corridor.

Rather than spending a huge portion of public funds which currently don't exist, I suggest the
County implement a online multi-user urban planning simulator, to simulate the actual costs
and use of each proposed alternatives.

This would allow citizen to see what's being proposed for them, take test rides between the
places they want to go, on all transportation alternatives. The platform would allow citizens to
create their own alternatives that could be evaluated by the community.

According to MNCPP report on MD 355 BRT. Rush hour traffic auto transit times will
increase by 7 minutes(15%) with MC planning's preferred BRT B alternative.

PRT has:

Faster - 1/4 the transit time of BRT
Cheaper - 1/4 the capital costs of BRT
1/10 the operating and maintenance costs of BRT - no drivers
Safer - no interaction between vehicles and pedestrians and road traffic - Morgantown
PRT Zero crashes since 1975
Transit for a Post COVID world - riders don't share air space with other riders
Quicker implementation - small land footprint, light footbridge and bike lane
construction
All trips are non-stop, point-to-point and require no transfers between corridors. This
makes travel during rush hour faster than even cars.
Lighter roadbeds with lower environmental footprint
transportation equity - low cost allows build out to all MoCo neighborhoods

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Ds8DOwPyVnCI&data=04%7C01%7Ccouncil.publichearing%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7Ca5d0d7b00740485f5ef908d9f0caa454%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C637805575433966434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=naZexNNkvQhU4117Pvw%2BFqNdKUE7df72O0cy8Ez0qJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Ds8DOwPyVnCI&data=04%7C01%7Ccouncil.publichearing%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7Ca5d0d7b00740485f5ef908d9f0caa454%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C1%7C637805575433966434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=naZexNNkvQhU4117Pvw%2BFqNdKUE7df72O0cy8Ez0qJ4%3D&reserved=0


I request the Council amend the Corridor Forward study to include of a full design and cost
simulation PRTs with and without street drive-able cars along with all other proposed transit
modes and alignments under study.

I also ask the Council to eliminate the arbitrary classification between highways and transit.
We believe the entire County's population is better server at transportation system that are
better than existing modes.

The transportation solution we choose, should have the lowest transit times, highest
reliability,be the safest and most sustainable.

Here is a article on pedestrian crash data for buses and light rail per passenger mile compared
to cars.

Bus did slightly better then cars. Articulating bus studies, the type used in BRT systems, are
involved in 4 times the crashes as standard buses.

PRTs fulfill all of the public's stated desires.

Peter James

301 916-5722
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